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Sciencewise Deliberative Dialogue 
Programme

CASE-STUDY

Has shifted the dial on 
understanding of where power 

and agency should lie, when 
making decisions about the role 

of science and tech in our 
futures. 

Ensures the views and 
perspectives of members of the 

public are considered in 
policy-making processes

Partners with government bodies 
developing scientific policy. Over 
80 dialogues on a wide range of 

topics including gene editing, AI in 
the NHS, Future Flight, Climate 
Adaptation, Ultra Processed 
Foods, Nanotechnology, etc. 

A 20+ year history of fostering 
national scale public dialogues on 

the science-policy ecosystem
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Sciencewise – components of a typical 
dialogue
▪ 30 – 200+ members of the public
▪ Participants sampled to be representative of a 

population, usually the UK
▪ Full day workshops repeated at least twice (with time for 

reflection between)
▪ Expert facilitation
▪ Oversight group of stakeholders
▪ Involve scientists and policy experts
▪ Interactive information and evidence sessions, plus time 

for questions and deliberation
▪ Deliberation between public participants
▪ Engaging with policy questions for a purpose

CASE-STUDY
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Sciencewise – support offered

CASE-STUDY

Expert support and guidance: 
● Early in policy process to identify whether public dialogue 

might support more effective policy development
● While developing the business case for dialogue
● Tendering and commissioning a dialogue project
● During delivery and evaluation of the project

Resources:
● Framework contract for faster tendering
● Financial contribution of up to 50% of the cost of a dialogue 

project



OFFICIA
L

OFFICIA
L

This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and neither the European Commission nor the Research Executive Agency can be held responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

CASE-STUDY



OFFICIA
L

OFFICIA
L

This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and neither the European Commission nor the Research Executive Agency can be held responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

CASE-STUDY

Sciencewise Dialogues



OFFICIA
L

OFFICIA
L

This publication reflects the views only of the authors, and neither the European Commission nor the Research Executive Agency can be held responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained therein.

Thank you!
Sciencewise | Supporting the commissioning of deliberative dialogue by government bodies to 
support socially informed and transparent policy making

CASE-STUDY

https://sciencewise.org.uk/
https://sciencewise.org.uk/

