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Trust in Science and Science-Related Populism 
(TISP) study
Largest post-pandemic study on public trust in scientists – Dr. Viktoria Cologna and Dr. 
Niels G. Mede led an international team of 241 researchers to survey 71,922 people in 68 
countries.

• Methodology: Online questionnaire using Qualtrics, quotas used for sample.

• Dimensions: Twelve items used to capture trust in scientists using four acknowledged 
conceptual dimensions of trustworthiness: competence; integrity; benevolence; and 
openness (Besley and Tiffany, 2023; Besley, Lee, and Pressgrove, 2021).

• Unweighted mean of all twelve items was used to measure overall trust in scientists – 
produce trust index (1 = very low, 3 = neither high nor low, 5 = very high).

All data is open access. 

From this, we were able to learn some things about trust in scientists in Ireland….

Please include the following:
● Aims
● Methodology
● Types of dimensions
● Frequency
● Stakeholders involved

CASE-STUDY
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Trust in scientists 
in Ireland
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• Trust in scientists moderate, 
but higher than global 
average: (global M = 3.62 
SD=0.7), IRE M = 3.87 SD=0.63)

• In Ireland younger people have 
significantly less confidence in 
scientists than older 
participants (lowest, Mean 
age 32.43; highest, mean age 
32.43)
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What does this mean for science 
communication in Ireland?

If we should worry about one group… it is young people?

People feel that scientists should be consummate professionals who 
demonstrate dedication to excellence, ethical conduct, openness, 

transparency, and continuous self improvement

Validation for Nature of Science (NoS) placing importance on not only 
learning the scientific method but also considering scientists as 

working professionals and their roles in society
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